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LEU — Law Enforcement United — annual bicycle ride to
Washington, D. C.
NN Deputy Sheriff and his third trek

Sheriff Gabe Morgan recognized for
his support

Sergeant H. McCoy rode 250 miles in three days
along with hundreds of other law enforcement officers.
The LEU, Law Enforcement United, bicycle ride
raises money to help the families coping with having lost
a loved one who died on the job. End of Watch, or
EOW, is what cops call the date of those who perish
in-the-line-of-duty.
Over 20,000 names are etched into the stone wall
of the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial
located in the 400 block of “E” Street, NW, Washington
D.C.
(continued Bicycle p.7)

Sergeant H. McCoy recognized Sheriff Gabe
Morgan as a “Gold Level Donor.” Morgan’s personal
generosity allowed McCoy to focus on training and not
on his pledge drive. Each bicyclist must raise over
$1,000 before they can participate in the charity ride.
“This is my promise to Sgt. McCoy that I am
supportive of his efforts. I know he trains months out
from the ride. That is his commitment. I’m just trying
to help with his success where I can,” Morgan said. 
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B IRTHDAYS
JULY
Sgt. D. Woodhouse
Megan Batts
Dep. M. L. Hicks
MDep. K. Lampkins
MDep. T. T. Brown
Dep. R. Bullock
Dep. S. A. Woodruff
Sgt. J. M. Robbins
Deborah Mizelle
Sheriff Gabe Morgan
Lt. G. F. Grogan
Lt. K. L. Gross

AUGUST
Sgt. D. Blanch
Dep. T. L. Gordon
Dep. E. J. Rosado
Dep. S. W. Marler
Dep. J. R. Owens
Col. Eileen Sprinkle
MDep. P. J. Handwerk
Capt. C. D. Thomas
Sgt. W. R. Walters
Dep. O. Ruedes-Morales
Dep. F. Vito

Dep. A. E. Alexander
Eurika Bowman
Dep. C. J. Toliver
Dep. L. R. Cuffee
Chastity Corbett
Sgt. C. A. Wilberg
Sgt. P. A. Chapman
Dep. T. B. Langford
Dep. T. L. Fulton

Crysty Moultrie
MDep. V. M. Woodson
MDep. L. D. Smith
Lt. B. S. Murray
Dep. A. Regis
Dep. V. L. Blackstock
Cpl. N. C. Jones
Dep. J. C. Cauthorn

SEPTEMBER
Dep. T. V. Session
Lt. K. Carey
Dep. L. L. Walker
Wanda Sigler
Dep. N. D. Smith
Dep. E. A. Bullis
Vickie Gaffney
MDep. C. Vincent

Dep. B. L. Thorpe
Dep. C. V. Hoggard
Dep. R. A. Robinson
Cpl. S. D. Boothe-Hardy
Dep. T. J. Nolan
Dep. T. A. Blyth
Dep. J. A. Baysah

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Birth:




Retirement:

Dep. F. Vito, granddaughter, born May 8th; 9 lbs 1 oz., and 20” long.
First grandchild.
Dep. R. W. Dobkins and his fiancée, baby boy, born May 31st;
7 lbs 12 oz, and 20” long.
Cpl. N. Jones and his wife, baby girl, born June 1st; 8 lbs 4 oz, and
19 1/2 “ long.
•

•
•
 
NNSO Anniversary:

Maj. Keith Langford began his career with the Newport News Sheriff’s
Office in 1988. After 26-years of dedicated and professional service,
he retired effective May 31, 2014.  
Cpl. S. L. Chapman began his career with the NNSO in 1994. His
retirement was effective May 31, 2014.
Sgt. D. D. Blanch began her career with the NNSO in 2006. Her
retirement was effective June 30, 2014.

15 year: Dep. T. W. Davis (1999)
10 year: Dep. D. M. O’Neal-Brooks (2004)
5 year: MDep. B. A. Machado; Dep. D. M. Tolson (2009)

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS

— Community Resource Officer (CRO) Vickie Gaffney, NNSO
“Civilian Employee of the Quarter” 1st Qtr., 2014 (pictured left
with Sheriff Gabe Morgan)
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CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR RETIREMENT!!!
I want to announce the retirement of
Major Keith Langford, effective May 31,
2014. Major Langford has been a valued
member of the NNSO team for more than
26 years. I want to publicly thank him for
his many years of public service and his
dedication to the Newport News Sheriff’s
Office. I also want to thank his family for
their support of Major Langford during his
tenure. In closing, I want to wish Major
Langford continued success in his future
endeavors.
Thank you for a job well done!

Gabe Morgan

PROMOTION
Name

Rank

Effective Date

Coleman, Robert S.

Major — Services Bureau Chief

June 1, 2014

Hubbard, Frederick L.

Captain

July 1, 2014
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CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES
Sgt. Diana Woodhouse earned her
Bachelor’s degree from Columbia
College, Columbia, Missouri, on May 10
2014. Woodhouse majored in Criminal
Justice and walked with other members
of her graduating class in Missouri.
She is pictured (below) with the school
President, Dr. Scott Dalrymple.

Deputies with the Newport News Sheriff’s Office
graduated from the Hampton Roads Criminal Justice
Training Academy in back-to-back ceremonies.

On

April 8, four men and women earned their certification
from the Basic Correction course. The following day,
April 9, three deputies continued their career
development by graduating from the Basic Law
Enforcement (BLE) academy.
Photo (top) Basic Corrections Class 14-1, pictured left
to right: Deputies M. I. Hicks, T. B. Langford, J. K.
McGill, and H. E. Rojas. Photo (above) BLE Class 13-C,
pictured left to right: Dep. K. M. Gregory, Master Dep.

Pictured (above) is MDep. B. A. Machado,
who on June 13, 2014 earned his
Bachelor’s of Science degree in Criminal
Justice from ECPI.

C. Vincent; Dep. O.S. Ashley, and NN Sheriff Gabe
Morgan.
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The Newport News Sheriff ’s Office Grabs Some
Interesting Media Attention
Ukrainian Journalists Tour
Courthouse & City Jail

High Profile Case Attracts
National and International Media

The Daily Press hosted a group of journalists
from Ukraine, showing them how the press/media
operates in a democratic society. As part of a
weeklong visit, the local newspaper made
arrangements for their foreign counterparts to visit the
Newport News Circuit Court and the Newport News
City Jail.
Following a special one-on-one interaction
with the Honorable Judge H. Vincent Conway, Jr., the
group was escorted by a Newport News Sheriff's
Office courtroom bailiff to the jury room, witness
rooms and holding cells for inmates. From there, they
came to the jail where Lt. B. Murray and Lt. K. Carey
took them on a behind the scenes tour into the secure
part of the correctional facility. The walk through
encompassed entering a housing block holding some
of the city's most violent criminals to visiting a lower
level housing area. The Ukrainian journalists were
also shown the outdoor recreation yard, lockup, and
booking before exiting through the magistrate's
office. 

Nationally, there have been several criminal
court cases involving rap lyrics as potential evidence.
One such case was in Newport News involving
defendant Antwain Steward, a.k.a. Twain Gotti. His
case caught the eye of one national newspaper; one
international paper; and one national television
network. The NNSO worked closely with the jail
administrator and shift commanders to accommodate
the reporters, photographers, and videographers
without creating a safety and security breach inside the
correctional facility. The Sheriff's Office also
recorded each conversations between Steward and the
journalist and shared those recordings with the
Commonwealths' Attorney's Office as a way of
collaborating with our criminal justice partners.
New York Times Culture & Arts reporter
Lorne Manley was mostly interested in Steward’s
creative influences. That is where he steered most of
his questions. He asked very little about the criminal
case itself.
The NY Times interview made way for
reporter
Andreas
Ross with
Frankfurter
Allgemeine
Zeitung,
which is
German newspaper reporter Andreas Ross
Germany's
interviews Antwain Steward at Newport
second
News City Jail.
largest, if
not largest, national newspaper.

Photo courtesy: Peter Dujardin, Daily Press

(continued Rapper p. 6)
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Ross is stationed at the paper's Washington,
D.C. bureau. His line of questioning was more direct
and more about the lyrics having
been used by NNPD detectives
as the probable cause that led to
Steward's arrest in a 2007 case
that had gone cold until this new
evidence was uncovered.
Finally, a TV crew from
the PBS (Public Broadcasting
Service) arrived in Newport
News. They stayed over the
course of the four day trial.
Producer\Correspondent William
Brangham and Associate
Producer Saskia de Melker of
PBS Newshour\Weekend asked
the most hard-hitting questions
PBS associate producer Saskia de Melker (left) sets-up cameras for an interview with
about the rap lyrics of any of the
Newport News City Jail Inmate Antwain Steward (middle) and producer/correspondent
journalists to speak with
William Brangham (right).
Steward.
Interestingly, the prosecutors never made the
lyrics a part of the actual trial, much to the surprise of
anyone following the case.
The jury found Antwain Steward not guilty of
double homicide, but they did find him guilty on a
couple of gun charges and recommended a sixteen year
prison sentence. 

The Newport News Sheriff’s Office
quarterly newsletter is written and
produced by:
Lt. Kathleen Carey, PIO.
E-mail comments, suggestions,
and photos to:
kcarey@nngov.com
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(contin. from page 1)

“I rode in honor of U.S. Coast Guard Petty
Officer Raymond Henry Clark,” said Sgt. McCoy. Each
cyclist wears the name of a fallen officer. It is a constant
reminder and source of inspiration on the arduous bike
ride. No pain can hold a candle to the fact that so many
men and women have made the ultimate sacrifice for the
safety of the nation’s citizens.
This was the third year for Sgt. McCoy to
participate. “It’s about giving where I can. It’s about
building lifelong friendships with officers and deputies
all over the country. That’s why I do it,” explained
McCoy.
The ride takes place every year during National
Police Week in May. Bicyclists gather at different
starting points; Chesapeake, VA; and Reading, PA.
They meet a short distance from the Memorial and finish
in a unified formation.
The LEU “Road to Hope” supports Concerns of
Police Survivors (C.O.P.S.) and the Officer Down
Memorial Page (O.D.M.P.) . The group’s mission is to
honor the fallen and remember the survivors by assisting
charitable organizations that share the same goal.
McCoy is always passionately inviting other to
join him, “I want to see more deputies from the Newport
News Sheriff’s Office ride. You can train with me. I

promise to work with every level. This is not a
competition but a supportive group.” 
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FLASH BACK
1

To EVENTS

2

3

4

5

1. Maj. David Hughes placed a rose in each name of a
former NNSO who passed away in 2013. We had
three losses: Robert B. Crawford, Kimberly C.
Smith, and Marie Stonewall. This was the 24th year
the EPTF has held a Public Service Recognition Week
Memorial Ceremony.
2. Maj. Rob Coleman, attending in the capacity of
Councilman, offered remarks at the annual Police
Memorial Ceremony and Candlelight Vigil. This
year’s honor was held May 8th.
3. Junius Penn, Denbigh Kiwanis president, presented a
$250 check on May 20, 2014 for Project Lifesaver.
CRO Vicki Gaffney represented the NNSO.
4. On June 6th, several deputies joined police officers
on the Law Enforcement Torch Run for Special
Olympics.
5. Law Enforcement Explorers, a career development
program, held a fundraising carwash on June 14.
6. The bi-annual Newport News Sheriff’s Office Shred
Day continues to grow in popularity. On April 19th,
partner Stealth Shredding, Inc. of Chesapeake, VA
estimates they shred over 3,000 pounds of paper at
the Shred Day at the Farmer’s Market.
The following testimonial was written by Mr.
John Mugler, “I have just returned from the shredding
operation conducted by your office. I though it was well
organized, well run, and a great service to the citizens of
Newport News.”
THE NEXT SHRED DAY is scheduled for August
21 from 10a-1p at The Home Depot off Jefferson &
Bland. For more information, call 757-926-7017.
6
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VSI Scholarships Awarded by NN Sheriff Gabe Morgan

Two Newport News students received a $1,000 academic scholarship from the Virginia Sheriffs’ Institute
(VSI). As a VSI member, Sheriff Gabe Morgan had the honor of presenting the checks.
Pictured left is Juliana Badgett. She is the daughter of city finance department employee Tanya Badgett
This fall Juliana will attend Virginia Wesleyan College as a freshman.
Pictured right, Samantha Haynes, is a rising sophomore at Thomas Nelson Community College and plans
to specialize in forensics when she finishes her four degree from another university.
According to the VSI website, the Virginia Sheriffs’ Scholarship program was established to provide an
opportunity for young people across Virginia to pursue an education in criminal justice. Accordingly, the Board of
Directors has established the application process for students to receive scholarships to assist in their educational
endeavors.
The scholarships are available only to students in jurisdictions where sheriffs participated in scholarship
fundraising efforts. This program is limited to students attending Virginia colleges and universities. 
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NNSO V IDEO P RODUCTION OF
E DUCATIONAL M ATERIALS
The Newport News Sheriff's Office produced videos
it intends to use for educational purposes.
Sheriff Gabe Morgan interviewed a former gang
member. Their conversation encompassed a variety of
topics including
where this young
man grew up, the
conditions of his
home during
childhood, how he
got into trouble
with the law, and
how that escalated.
Turns out,
the inmate's
mother was a
victim of domestic
violence. That is
how he learned to
resolve conflict -through violence.
Ultimately,

his mother was murdered by a boyfriend. When that
happened, the young man was already serving time
behind bars as a
16-year old
adjudicated as an
adult. It was then
he joined a gang
inside the prison
walls. He said he
needed
protection.
But he has
immense regrets
for going in this
direction.
That story
about his choices,
making bad
choices, is the
theme behind a
short video aimed at children. For many young people,
the regretful voice of a young inmate is much more
powerful than the voice of a uniformed law enforcement
officer.
Kids are listening to peers. That's one reason they
join gangs. They are following the lead of their peers.
But here you've got a guy who says don't do it.
Don't do what I did. This is a young person -- a peer -trying to stop kids from making the same mistake he
made. 
(more video production p. 11)
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A Successful Returning Citizen Tells His Story on Camera
We don't want to use the
name of the father of five who talked
on-camera. In fact, his identity is
masked by special effects in a video
so as to maintain his privacy.
A "returning citizen" is how
Peggy Howard, Exec. Dir.
Community Outreach and Programs"
refers to former inmates who have
been released from jail and
transitioning back into the
community. It is a benefit to the
general population for that transition
to be successful. Productive citizens
are not likely to recommit crime.

That is the story of the
gentleman videotaped. While
housed at the Newport News City
Jail Annex, he went through drug
rehabilitation programs and
fatherhood courses. Now he is back
with his family, employed, enrolled
in college, and committed to making
a better life for him, his wife, and his
children.
The short video will be
shown inside the jail, in order to
encourage other inmates (male and
female) to enroll in re-entry courses
and make a plan for release. The

video will also be shown outside in
the community to educate the public
about ex-offenders.
The Newport News Sheriff's
Office also wants to encourage
businesses to employ returning
citizens. There are plenty of success
stories that indicate that those given
a second chance make terrific
employees. They are grateful for the
opportunity. They have learned
disciplined behavior while
incarcerated, and many have taken
advantage of self-help initiatives to
ensure their success. 

Pictured (opposite page—top) a former gang member agreed to be interviewed by
Sheriff Gabe Morgan (opposite page—below). Picture above is Exec. Dir. Community
Outreach and Programs, Peggy Howard, interviewing a returning citizen, whose
identity is concealed to protect him and his employer during his successful transition.
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Dear NNSO Team and Citizens:

crime.
"Fight Crime: Invest in Kids" is
a non-profit group made up of
nearly 5,000 police chiefs, sheriffs,
prosecutors, other law enforcement
leaders, and survivors of violence.

study, being abused or neglected
almost doubled the odds that a child
would commit a crime as a juvenile,
compared to youth from similar
backgrounds.
Let's give parents access to
proven medical
treatments. Let's also not
forget health coverage can
also help women reduce
fetal alcohol syndrome.

As many of you know, I am an
advocate for youth. I am a strong
believer in mentorship as it
positively impacts not only the
child, but also the adult. Where
at-risk youth are
concerned, finding a
good mentor is
important.
Additionally, good
preventative programs
Early Education
are helpful in steering
Helps Meet Crime
these kids in the right
Prevention Goals:
direction. How many
times have you heard me Fluvanna Co. Sheriff R. L. Washington; Senator M. Locke; NN Sheriff
That same group, Fight
G.
A.
Morgan.
04/01/14
Richmond
(Photo:
NN
Dep.
V.
Blackstock)
say, "prevention is
Crime: Invest in Kids,
cheaper than correction".
recently hosted a NOBLE (National
That's not to say prevention
Organization of Black Law
programs are free. But they are
Enforcement) workshop in
certainly more cost effective.
Pittsburgh, PA. I was honored to
Evidence proves that to be true.
join the Peoria, Arizona Chief of
This past quarter, I have been on the
Police, Roy Minter, in co-leading a
road testifying on behalf of
session about uplifting
evidence-based youth programs.
at-risk youth.
Virginia Senate Finance
Committee:
On April 1st, I was invited to
speak before the Senate Finance
Committee in Richmond about SB
5003. My position on the budget
bill was to urge legislators to
welcome federal funding to extend
health insurance coverage to
parents. Doing so will reduce child
abuse and neglect; it will also lower

Morgan at NOBLE workshop sponsored
by Fight Crime: Invest in Kids.
(Photo: FCIK)

We know from the front lines
against crime, and from research,
that health coverage for Virginia's
low income and uninsured citizens
can help reduce child abuse and
neglect -- and later crime. Up to
two-thirds of child abuse and
neglect cases involve a parent with
a substance abuse problem. In one

I hope you will join me in
supporting reforms that will help
children, parents, and public safety.
Sincerely,

Gabriel A. Morgan
Sheriff, City of Newport News

